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«ww  Greetings subscribers, old and new, to

c & Cacbiaite Tiiteeiational another issue of Wind in the Wires - the

www.crosiandcockade.com : i
The First World War Aviation Historical Society newsletter that bri ngs you the best First
Quarterly Journal spring 2021 Voisz/1  \\orld War aviation related stories from
around the world, direct to your inbox.

= 1here's a wide variety of articles for you to
s ,

. enjoy - many thanks to those readers who
have sent in items for this issue. If you
spot anything of interest, or would like to
suggest a topic, please get in touch.

== [fyou are not a Cross & Cockade
e o s f g e M st oo member and would like to join us, please
or Mot il i T faert W
SR e rain s ramimes iy L SR check the website or get in touch with our
logcsl, prodrdiarsl e L B dervriogerenil of Par Byl Miving Corpe. Part ) .
EEREON e rrean oy ez e e Membership Secretary, Andy Kemp, at

[ T
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membership.secretary@crossandcockade.com for all the details. Members receive our
splendid quarterly journal, packed full of articles and profusely illustrated with
photographs of aircraft and personnel that you won't find anywhere else!
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Andy has also asked me to remind any

Cross &f Cockade International
members who have yet to renew for 2021 to Thhe Firer Workd Wae Aviation Histerioal Sociery

Wl Bine v e b ade i

jump to it and re-join - and also encourage all
WitW subscribers to buy a copy of the 2021
Calendar (well it's only February!). It's worth it
for May’s Caudron G.lll painting alone and the
proceeds go towards ongoing maintenance of
the British Air Services Memorial at St-Omer.

Society Business

2021 AGM — A e =
S P R

We have decided to revert to our historic " ’ |. B “ _: ‘

timetable and hold the next AGM in April. w L L L L L

Members are cordially invited to the 52nd AGM

on Saturday 10 April 2021, which will be held via Zoom at 14:00 (BST), followed by
the Leaman Lecture given by Paul Hare: "The BE2, The Right Aeroplane for its
Time". Please contact Andy Kemp (he’s a very busy boy!) for registration and Zoom
log-in details. We look forward to welcoming members from around the world!
Nominations for Trustees under clause 18 of the Constitution, and Notices of Members’
Proposed Resolutions, with names of proposer and seconder, must be sent to the
Chairman before 27 March 2021. As reported on the Aircraft Interiors International
website on 4 January 2021, our esteemed Chairman, Graham Chisnall, has been
appointed chairman of Farnborough Aerospace Consortium - the longest
established aerospace and defence trade body in the UK. Congratulations!
http://bit.ly/3dr60iG

Books, Books, Books!

We are now once again able to sell the bulk of our books and back issues into the EU.
This is due to the EU extending their VAT minimum value threshold of €20 from 1
January to 1 July 2021. We have conservatively translated this limitto £16. tems we are
still unable to sell to EU resident customers are digital downloads, which are not
covered by this exemption, and of course books valued over £16. Subscriptions (for
2020 and 2021) are unaffected and are available worldwide as usual.

To enable everyone to have availability of as much as possible of our back catalogue,
we have permanently reduced the price of Volumes 39 to 48 from £22 /£23 to £16 and


https://www.crossandcockade.com/store/Product.asp?cat=3&id=882
http://bit.ly/3dr60iG

are temporarily (until July 2021) also offering Volumes 49 & 50 at £16. The new pricing
is now in place on the web shop.

We’'re hopeful that, by July 2021, the EU will make available a revised VAT structure,
which will once again enable us to trade fully throughout the EU. Keep checking the
website for updates.

As well as our Journal and Calendar, many readers will be aware of the books CCI
have published - of which more are planned! In addition we sell a selection of pre-loved
WW1 aviation books at reasonable prices - with more titles being added most weeks.
Perhaps less well known are our efforts to make available books that may otherwise
slip under members' radar - either from overseas, or self-published. Recent notable
titles, still available by clicking on the images below, are:

Baptism of Fire

Paul R Hare
Andrew Willax

Staaken-up the Evidence
o e % Many thanks for Piotr Mroz for bringing my

= favourite story for a while to WitW’s attention.

‘ On 27 October 2020, the website of Polish TV

& _ station TVP3 reported on a remarkable find in

the Katowice Rudy Raciborskie Forest District.

It was the exact location of the crash site of a
large aicraft between Rudy and Kuznia

Raciborska.

The catastrophe on 4 August 1919 involved a massive Zeppelin-Staaken R.XIV aircraft
(R-71). The unfortunate flight took place from Germany to Ukraine with Ukrainian
banknotes (hryvnia) printed in Germany being transported. Although there were articles
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about the accident in contemporary newspapers, the exact location of R-71's crash was
unknown.

Thanks to the experience and perseverance of the Silesian Exploration Group, the
site was located, in an operation described as looking for "a needle in a haystack"
within a dense forest with an area of several thousand hectares. The key find was the
aircraft's nameplate, with the inscription Zeppelin-Werke GmbH Staaken.

More here (in Polish) http://bit.ly/37tnoiS and http://bit.ly/37rJh23

Please take a look at this YouTube video (also in Polish but easy enough to follow),
uploaded by Underground Passion. There is some great archive footage and film of
the dig itself: https:/bit.ly/3awuwN

Lawrence of A-tableware

A plate, believed to have been owned and used by
TE Lawrence was sold by Charterhouse
auctioneers, Sherborne, on 5 February 2021 for
£1,100. The RAF mess plate, thought to belong to
the man who would become known as Lawrence of
Arabia, bears the insignia of the RAF, which
Lawrence joined as an enlisted man after the First
World War under the pseudonym TE Shaw.

The pottery plate, measuring 24cm in diameter,
bears the RAF insignia and was discovered in a Dorset cottage during a probate property
clearance. On the back of the plate is a paper label reading, "This plate was the property of TE
Lawrence during his service with the RAF from August 1922-1935. Died May 19th 1935.
Presented to Caius School by Davis Hardiman 1950."

See http://bbc.in/3s6NG2w and http://bit.ly/2NiL kyH

Talking of Lawrence, the Army Museum of Flying’s Lockdown Lecture, which was originally
broadcast on 7 December 2020, was a very interesting watch, as Paul Beaver examined the
secret air force of Lawrence of Arabia and its role in supporting the Arab Revolt. Paul was
joined by David Baker whose grandfather led the aviation mission to Arabia and was later a
Chief of the Air Staff in the newly formed RAF. You can view it here: http://bit.ly/20Tqk29

If you would like to read more on this iconic figure, you can still secure your copy of the 2016
CCIl book, Lawrence of Arabia & Middle East Air Power, which may be ordered for just
£12.50 plus postage at http://bit.ly/37pBvpF

The Mystery of the L’Oiseau Blanc
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